by José Herrera

Looking Back, Looking Forward — Vermont Bar
Foundation Accomplishments and Goals

As | near my two-year anniversary as the
Executive Director of the Vermont Bar Foun-
dation I've been reflecting on our achieve-
ments. | find myself invigorated by the strides
we've made and the ambitious goals that lie
ahead. In 2023, our work resulted in grants
totaling nearly a million dollars. These funds
were distributed among 12 deserving organi-
zations, which turned that money into action
to help our communities. Raising a million
dollars was a major accomplishment, though
it fell shy of the $1.3 million that was request-
ed by these groups. The pressing needs we
strive to address are never far from my mind.

That said, now is a good time to reflect
on what we have accomplished. One of our
proudest endeavors is our ongoing support
of the Poverty Law Fellowship—a transfor-
mative two-year program empowering attor-
neys to champion legal access for Vermont's
low-income population. Maya Tsukazaki, our
2022-2024 Vermont Poverty Law Fellow, em-
bodies this commitment by tirelessly advo-
cating for justice within Vermont's immigrant
communities. The impact of our work, cou-
pled with the endeavors of our Poverty Law
Fellows, resonates far beyond immediate re-
lief—it contributes a remarkable $11 for ev-
ery dollar donated directly into Vermont's
economy.

At the heart of our mission is the swift
and strategic allocation of grants, primarily
sourced from Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Ac-
counts (IOLTA). IOLTA is a lifeline for civil legal
aid. By pooling interest from lawyers’ trust
accounts to fuel justice we serve without bur-
dening attorneys, clients, or the public. Yet,
the unpredictability of IOLTA funding means
we must also rely on the generosity of our do-
nors — many of you. Last year, your support in-
cluded nearly $200,000 in donations. In 2024,
we are aiming higher, setting our sights on a
stretch target of more than $200,000.

In 2023, we embarked on a mission to for-
tify IOLTA rates. We continue to work with
banks to offer better rates on these accounts.
Our second annual online silent auction,
building on the triumph of last year's event,
that raised an impressive $10,000, is a tes-
tament to our innovative approach and the
generosity of individuals who believe in our
cause.

We invite you to be a part of our journey
in the year ahead. There are many ways you
can make a difference:

* Make a donation, no matter the amount,

today.

e Rally your colleagues, family, and friends

to support the VBF.

e Help us forge connections with busi-

nesses that may provide support.

e Explore IOLTA account options with
higher interest rates.

e Contribute an item for our upcoming
online silent auction.

e Extend an invitation to our current Pov-
erty Law Fellow to speak at gatherings
or social events.

Your involvement is not just appreciated;
it's crucial. It's what propels us forward, fuels
our impact, and empowers us to be a force
for positive change.

And now, a piece of exciting news—the
2024-2026 Poverty Law Fellow will be ded-
icated to removing obstacles for the un-
housed, an urgent cause as Vermont current-
ly ranks second in the nation for per-capita
homelessness. Your support is the catalyst for
tangible change in addressing this pressing
issue.

With just one staff member, supported by
12 dedicated Board members and commit-
tee volunteers, we're proving that size is no
barrier to significant impact. The Vermont Bar
Foundation is alive with exciting initiatives,
and we extend a warm invitation for you to
join us in a way that holds personal meaning
for you. On behalf of the Board of Directors,
we express our deepest gratitude for your
unwavering support. Together, let's continue
our journey of justice, equity, and transforma-
tive impact.

José Herrera is the Executive Director
of the Vermont Bar Foundation. @
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To enroll in the Vermont Bar Association
dental plan, call Pinnacle Financial Corporation
~ at1-800-200-5434.

& DELTA DENTAL

MortheastDeltaDental.com

EXPERIENCED
INVESTIGATORS

VERMONT & NEW YORK

VTPrivateye's team of licensed
investigators has over 60 years of
combined investigative experience.
‘We provide high quality, thorough

investigative services throughout
Vermont, New York, New England &
across the country.

(802) 793-9367 |

susan@vtprivateye.com

VT
PRIVAM E'Y E

LLC

SPECIALIZING IN:

Criminal Defense, Civil & Family
Court investigations at the
national, federal & state level
Mitigation/life story investigations and
video production for sentencing &
negotiations
Personal injury settlement videos
Jury pool investigation and focus groups
Background checks
Surveillance

Process service

| www.vtprivateye.com '

www.vtbar.org
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